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The Gloria Dei-ly News is a monthly newsletter 
distributed to members and friends of Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church, 1333 Beltline Road, Garland, Texas  
75040  (972) 530-8555.  Worship begins at 10:15 a.m. 
The staff currently consists of Karen Johnson. Editor 
and  Mr. Steve Maziarz,  Acting President of the 
Congregation.  Articles may be submitted to the next 
month's edition of the newsletter by the third Sunday 
of the month and may be e-mailed to 

newsletter@gloriadeigarland.org. 
 

www.gloriadeigarland.org 

Glory to God 

 

Birthdays to Celebrate in July 

Please let Karen Johnson know if your birthday is  
missing from the list or incorrect so that the church records 
can be updated. 

Steve Kanouse 7/1 
Linda Johnson 7/3 
Barbara Heuser 7/10 
Courtney Harris 7/10 
Doug McMahill 7/22 

Peri Segaran 7/25 
Lissy Ragunathan 7/25 
Claire Burns 7/26 
Kelly McDermott 7/29 
Travis Harris 7/30 

A Word from our Minister:   
 

500 WAYS TO BE THE CHURCH 
 

“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure 
and certain that a person could stake one’s life upon it a thou-

sand times.” ~ Martin Luther 
 

Sometimes it seems that the church (that’s you and 
me folks) has lost its creativity. We have our rituals and tradi-
tions that we repeat again and again that keep us grounded in 
the sacred. I love the rituals, but when we do things over and 
over there is always going to be the possibility that they lose 
some of their meaning. We have our buildings with stained 
glass and symbols (I love these too) that also remind us of the 
sacred, our past, and provide spaces to meet and worship. Yet 
here we are in the midst of a pandemic having to stay home to 
be safe. This means we aren’t using our buildings much and 
many of our rituals have either stopped or have changed due 
to doing worship online. But maybe this isn’t such a bad thing. 
I don’t mean the pandemic of course, it is really bad and we 
need to protect each other and take care of ourselves. I’m talk-
ing about being challenged to do and be the church differently 
right now.  

Phyllis Tickle’s book The Great Emergence asserts, 
“that every 500 years, the Church goes through a rummage 
sale, and cleans out the old forms of spirituality and replaces it 
with new ones. This does not mean that previous forms be-
come obsolete or invalid. It simply means they lose pride of 
place as the dominant form of Christianity. Constantine in the 
late 4th century, early 5th, the Great Schism of the 11th centu-
ry, the Reformation in the 16th century, and now the Postmod-
ern era in the 21st century have all been points of reference for 
these changes (review by Kevin Neuner).” Now we add to that 
a global pandemic, polarizing politics, and renewed efforts to 
confront systemic racism. The church is being challenged 
right now in many ways. 

So what does this mean for us? I wish I had clear 
answers and I haven’t found anyone who does (I’ll let you 
know when that happens). But I do know this: WE NEED TO 
GET CREATIVE! We all have a left brain that we need to tap 
into (the side of the brain that performs tasks that have to do 
with creativity and the arts). If you are in that group that often 
says, “I’m not creative, I’ll leave that to the artists,” well, 
that’s just not true. We are all creative in our unique ways, 

SPECIAL DATES IN JULY 2020 
 

 National Ice Cream Month* 

 Canada Day, July 1 

 Independence Day, July 4 

 Bastille Day, July 14** 
 
* No other special recognitions for this month that I could find. 
** Also Jessica Hubbard’s birthday! 

that’s how God made us. It’s time to tap into that.  
 About 1 ½ years ago I created a Facebook page called 
“500 Ways to be the Church” in honor of the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation. However, I lacked the persistence in contin-
uing to post. So I’d like to challenge all of us to get our creative 
minds going and posting on this FB page. If you don’t do Face-
book, that’s okay. Send your ideas in an email to me and I’ll 
post it for you. Let’s spark our creativity together folks! Who 
knows? Maybe we can even make it to 500!  

  
Grace and Peace,  --Tom Schwolert, Interim Minister 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH PHOTOS NEEDED 
 

 Our website is going to be updated and enhanced, and 
we are looking for some new-ish photos of activities at church. 
If you have any decent pictures of church  activities (other than 
the Blessings service in the tent, we have plenty of those), please 
email them to lionkj02@gmail.com and she’ll load them into a 
folder where we can access them for the website. —Karen John-
son 

To post your ideas go to: 
Facebook.com/500ways 

 

To email your ideas send to: 
tschwolert@gmail.com 
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A Word from the Council:  
 

Hi Everyone, 
 

 Summer is here!  What a different Summer this will be 
for all of us.  Personally, I'm tired of staying at home and wearing 
a mask.  How I'd love for us to all be able to worship together 
again! To see your faces and hear your voices. To experience the 
talents of our musicans and be in the same room with them. Ahh, 
"the good old days."  
 The Council discussed re-opening for in-person worship 
as early as Independence Day weekend.  Then the numbers being 
reported by Dallas County took a turn for the worse. Also, our 
survey revealed that many of you were uncomfortable in return-
ing.  Based on that, we have postponed reopening.  Know, how-
ever, that the Council and Worship & Music Committee ARE 
working to plan for the day when we can worship together again. 
There's a lot to consider. We'll keep you informed as to our plans 
and I await the day when I can announce our re-opening!   
God Bless you all!! 
 

—Steve Maziarz, Acting Council President 
 

GRIEFSHARE 
 

 Maybe you have seen some of the other announcements 
about GriefShare - Summer 2020.  This Christian centered pro-
gram helped me immensely in the dark days after Donna's pass-
ing.  The grieving process is difficult enough on it's own and now 
we add the pandemic to the mix and things are harder.  Grief-
Share has put together a special Summer program that will be 
four sessions long and cover the following topics:   

• COVID-19 & Grief;   

• Anxiety & Grief;  

• Loneliness;  

• Establishing A New Normal.   
 
 Sessions will be held online via ZOOM on Sundays at 
6PM:  6/28, 7/12, 7/19 & 7/26.  
 You MUST register at the GriefShare site in order to be 
able to watch the videos and get the link to the ZOOM meetings. 
Please register by scanning the QR Code or go to:   
https://www.griefshare.org/groups/123013 
—Steve Maziarz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CONVERSATIONS AT BRIARWOOD 
 

Briarwood Leadership Center is doing a new series of 
interactive online conversations to equip the church in this com-
plicated time. Intended for NT-NL leaders, both rostered and lay, 
these conversations will cover a variety of topics. 

 

July 2nd, 7pm - Hosted by Pr. Robert O. Smith, Director, Briar-
wood Leadership Center via Zoom 
 

Vance Blackfox, a citizen of the Cherokee Nation, is 
Director of Communications for the National Native American 
Boarding School Healing Coalition. A graduate of Texas Luther-
an University, Vance founded the Vine Deloria Jr. Theological 
Symposium hosted annually at the Lutheran School of Theology 
in Chicago and created Other+Wise, a multi-site cultural immer-
sion program for youth from across the country. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4318388272  
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINE  
OF CREATION CARE 

 

The NT-NL Public Witness Team for Peace and Justice is spon-
soring an online series of workshops that explores our use of the 
gifts of creation. See the flyer on page 5 of the newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOT AIR 
 

 Scientists have discovered 
that sound travels faster in the summer 
than in the winter. In hot summer air, 
sound travels at 1,266 feet per second. 
But in cold air, sound travels as slow 
as 1,066 feet per second. So that 
means sermons preached in the sum-
mer will naturally be shorter, right?  

—The Newsletter Newsletter 

JULY BIBLE READINGS 

July First Lesson Psalm Second Lesson Gospel 

5 Zechariah 9:9-12 145:8-14 Romans 7:15-25a Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

12 Isaiah 55:10-13 65:(1-8), 9-13 Romans 8:1-11 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

19 Isaiah 44:6-8 86:11-17 Romans 8:12-25 Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

26 1 Kings 3:5-12 119:129-136 Romans 8:26-39 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
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THE WEIGHT OF HATE  
 

 Word lovers, delight! The lexicon has tongue-twisting 
terms that describe hatred for just about anything. 
 According to Mental Floss, if you’re a misodoctaklei-
dist, for example, you hate practicing the piano. Misogelasts 
hate laughter, while misopogonists hate beards and misopho-
nists hate certain irritating sounds. There’s even a word for 
someone who hates hatred (in the form of war or strife): a 
misopolemist. 
 Some of these words may make us smile, yet hate is 
deadly serious. No matter the target, hatred weighs us down 
and distracts us from Godly living. 
 That’s why Paul instructs followers of Jesus to “put 
away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wran-
gling and slander, together with all malice” (Ephesians 4:31, 
NRSV). Once that hateful weight is gone, we’ll be freed up to 
“be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
as God in Christ has forgiven you” (verse 32).  
—The Newsletter Newsletter 

  
AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL 

 

Katharine Lee Bates (1859-1929) wrote, edited and 
taught English in her native Massachusetts. Occasionally, she 
wrote hymns, too.  

On a trip to Colorado, Bates was greatly impressed by 
amber waves of grain, fruited plains and purple mountain maj-
esties. She believed that God had definitely shed his grace all 
across this land. A visit to the summit of Pikes Peak inspired 
Bates to write her most famous poem-hymn, “America the 
Beautiful.” 

Bates also realized that patriotism was an important 
part of America. She was grateful for heroes “who more than 
self their country loved and mercy more than life.” She wanted 
all Americans to realize how God had shed his grace on them 
and had crowned what was good “with brotherhood from sea 
to shining sea.” 
 Bates embodied the spirit of thankfulness to God for 
all she had experienced and been given. 

—The Newsletter Newsletter 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

JULY FINANCIAL FOCUS* 

Month Income (May)  $9406 

Month Expenditures (May)  $9036 

Monthly Net  $570 

Year-to-date Income through May 2020  $39,763 

Year-to-date Expenditures through May 2020  $39,564 

Net Year-to-date Income (Loss)  $199 

Mortgage Balance as of  5/7/2020  $119,187.70 

*Presented at the June Council meeting  

WOMEN”S DINNER OUT  
CANCELLED 

 

Since it is unlikely that church will resume 
Sunday services as usual by Thursday, July 
23, the Women’s Dinner Group WILL NOT 
MEET  in July. —Karen Johnson  

 

FIRST MONDAY BREAKFAST 
CANCELLED IN JULY 

 
 

The Men of Gloria Dei WILL NOT MEET 
for breakfast the first Monday of July at 7:30 
a.m. at Judy’s Café in Garland, located at 
3443 W. Campbell Road in the strip mall on 
the northeast corner of the intersection of Ju-
piter and Campbell roads, next to Depserad-
o’s Mexican Restaurant.  Hopefully the men 
can meet again on August 3. 

July Anniversary Celebrations 
 

              Ann and John Visser  7/31 
     

Please let Karen Johnson know if your anniversary is 
missing from the list so that the church records can be 
updated. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 Pastor Tom has initiated a new weekly ritual called 

Wednesday Prayer Day. Send your public prayer requests in 
by Tuesday night and on Wednesday, an email will go out 
with a list of all we need to be praying for. As simple as that! 

Use this link to send your prayer: https://gdlc.churchtrac.com/
card/4  

 

 

JERUSALEM CROSS  
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 This complex cross, also called the Crusader’s Cross 
or Fivefold Cross, has several interpretations. The main cross 
is composed of four tau (T) crosses representing the Old Testa-
ment law. The four small Greek crosses symbolize the fulfill-
ment of the law in the gospel. The five crosses together repre-
sent the church’s mission: to spread the gospel to the four cor-
ners of the earth. They’re also said to symbolize Christ’s five 
wounds (hands, feet and side).  
—The Newsletter Newsletter 
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
1333 Beltline Road 
Garland, Texas  75040-3267 

Return Service Requested 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME AT GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

 

As Lutherans, we believe that God's grace is given to all, regardless of color, age, marital status, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, economic status, mental or physical health status, culture, or faith tradition. We strive to live up to the example 
of unconditional love and acceptance that Jesus has taught, and welcome all to join us. 
 
We are a congregation that is active in care of God's creation, taking part in various ministries, including serving the differ-
ently abled, pet therapy providers, animal rescue, social justice, and music. 

 

In the Book of Romans, Paul writes that we "are one body," and that "we all have gifts that dif-
fer, according to the grace given to us." We invite ALL to share with us the gifts and grace that 

we are given, as we are:  

“Called and sent to share Christ 's love.” 

WORDS TO PONDER 
 

This country will not be a good place for any of us to live in unless we make it a good place for all of us to live in.  
—Theodore Roosevelt 
* * * 
 
“The Declaration of Independence … gave liberty not alone to the people of this country, but hope to all the world, for all 

future time.” 
—Abraham Lincoln 
* * * 
 
“Prayer is not a spare wheel that you pull out when in trouble; it is a steering wheel that directs us in the right path through-
out life.” 
—Anonymous 

* * * 
 

“May we think of freedom not as the right to do as we please but as the opportunity to do what is right.” 
—Peter Marshall 
* * * 
—The Newsletter Newsletter 



 
 
 
 
 
The Spiritual Discipline of Creation Care 

 
NT-NL Public Witness is sponsoring an online series of workshops that 
explores our use of the gifts of creation. Through small group activities 
and short presentations, you will discover how daily use of the gifts 
connect us and will reflect on using the gifts in ways that love God and 
neighbor. By doing so, your daily actions can become spiritual practices 
that lead to wholeness of life for us and all of creation.  
 
The series is offered on Saturday mornings and Tuesday evenings. Each 
workshop stands alone and is limited to 12-15 participants.  
 

Saturdays, 10:00 – 11:30 am          
June 27 – Food    June 30 – Food 

Tuesdays, 7:00 – 8:30 pm 

July 25 – Water    July 28 – Water 
August 22 – Material Goods   August 25 – Material Goods 
September 26 – Waste   September 29 – Waste 
October 24 – Land    October 27 – Land 
November 21 – Energy   November 24 – Energy 

 
Register at www.katrinamartich.com to receive the pre-workshop 
information and Zoom link. A grant from the NT-NL Synod Mission 
Endowment Fund has reduced the cost of each workshop to $10. 
Scholarships are available if that amount is a hardship. For the 
scholarship registration code, or for 
any questions about the workshops, 
send an email to 
contact@katrinamartich.com   
 


