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The Gloria Dei-ly News is a monthly newsletter 
distributed to members and friends of Gloria Dei 
Lutheran Church, 1333 Beltline Road, Garland, Texas  
75040  (972) 530-8555.  Worship begins at 10:15 a.m. 
The staff currently consists of Karen Johnson. Editor 
and  Mr. Steve Maziarz,  Acting President of the 
Congregation.  Articles may be submitted to the next 
month's edition of the newsletter by the third Sunday 
of the month and may be e-mailed to 

newsletter@gloriadeigarland.org. 
 

www.gloriadeigarland.org 

Glory to God 

 

Birthdays to Celebrate in August 

Please let Karen Johnson know if your birthday is  
missing from the list or incorrect so that the church records 
can be updated. 

Darlene Canales 8/3 
Terry Reininger 8/9 
Mary Massey 8/28 

Melanie Schwolert 8/29 
Carolyn Marr 8/29 

A Word from our Minister:   
 

HAVE YOU PAUSED LATELY? 
 

23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to pray. Matthew 14:23 

 

 I’ll be honest. I’m not very good at pausing. I like 
staying busy. I like solving problems. I like being around peo-
ple (or on Zoom with people). These are all good things. But 
sometimes too much of a good thing can lead to burnout. I’m 
part of a weekly online prayer time with the Bishop of our 
synod and several pastors and leaders from around the synod. 
We share what’s going on in our lives and ministries and lift 
up prayer requests. I’ve come to look forward to this time each 
week because it reminds me of the significance and the im-
portance of pausing and feeding the soul.  
 Jesus gives us numerous examples of pausing to pray 
and he even taught us how to pray. In the example above, Je-
sus had just fed the 5000 and after he told the disciples to go 
ahead of him in the boat “he went up the mountain by himself 
to pray.” This shows the human and the divine nature of Jesus. 
The Christ who teaches us to rest (a physical and mental hu-
man need) and to pray (the need to connect with the divine). 
These two things are built in to our nature as well, but we of-
ten forget. Immediately following Jesus going off to pray is 
when the storms came up as the disciples were in the boat and 
Jesus walked out to them on the water. Maybe Jesus knew he 
needed to spend some time with God so he would have the 
spiritual energy, so to speak, to walk on water? We too need 
physical, emotional and spiritual energy. Maybe now more 
than ever as we are living in a very anxious time when we are 
being asked to do things that we’ve never done before.  
 So my question for you is, “have you paused lately?” 
If not, I get it. I need to be reminded all the time. Jesus re-
minds us that we need to pause and pray. We need to spend 
some time with the God who is the all and all and wants to 
join us in this life journey. I encourage you if not daily, at 
least weekly, to pause for a while. Spend some time reading 
God’s word. Spend some time praying about all that is going 
on in your life. Give your burdens to Jesus. Seek God’s loving 
peace. Listen to music. Sit under a shade tree. Close your eyes 
and let the cares of this world go for a moment and allow our 
Lord to fill you.  

     You may not walk on water afterwards, but you may be sur-
prised at how better you will feel and the energy God will give 
you. You are free to take a pause today. 

  
Grace and Peace,  --Tom Schwolert, Interim Minister 
 

CHURCH PHOTOS NEEDED! 
 

 Our website is going to be updated and enhanced, and 
we are looking for some new-ish photos of activities at church. 
Specifically, we are looking for any pictures of  
 

 Pastor Tom preaching (the 3 times he did before going 
online) 

 the choir singing,  

 special band moments, or just good full band shots  

 potluck lunches,  

 hangin’ out before and after services  

 other activities/fun we have had.  
  

 We are also looking for a few good pictures of mem-
bers watching the service on the computer with your communion 
set up. Please email any pictures to lionkj02@gmail.com and 
she’ll load them into a folder where they can be accessed for the 
website. —Karen Johnson 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
to call Pastor Tom as our new pastor 

 

Sunday, AUGUST 30, 2020 
 

Details to be announced closer to date 
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A Word from the Council:  
 

Hi Everyone, 
 

You have likely heard by now that the Church Council 
held a special meeting to formally recommend Pastor Tom 
Schwolert for a permanent call.  We'll have a Congregational 
Meeting on August 30th for that purpose.  I'm delighted to 
have Pastor Tom with us and I look forward to the many things 
we can accomplish together!  Watch your e-mail and postal mail 
for more information. 

We owe a debt of thanks and gratitude to Laura Welker, 
Linda Gonzalez, Carolyn Marr, Sue McMahill, Kathy Helms, 
Sandra Tippett and Stacy Hanson, who served on the Futures 
Committee and helped us get to this point. 

The other item I want to call to your attention is in our 
Financial Corner.  You'll notice that we're falling a bit behind 
financially.  Some of this is due to extraordinary expenses, such 
as plumbing and A/C failures. We also have a new expense in-
volved in producing our weekly online videos thanks to COVID-
19. Barring our extraordinary expenses, we'd be holding our own. 
However, as our building and infrastructure ages, we're going to 
have to anticipate that these things will begin to happen more 
often.   The Council will be considering additional cost-cutting 
measures we can take, since it doesn't look like we're going to be 
back to a normal worship anytime soon.  

Personally, as of August, I've increased my weekly giv-
ing $5/wk.  To some, it may not seem like much. So why even 
bother? What difference would such a small sum make?  Well, 
every little bit helps. I certainly didn't have any problem mentally 
justifying that increase. I'm not spending what I used to for gas 
and eating out. So, why not give some of it back to God? After 
all, it's through His grace and blessing that I've got all that I have! 

Lastly, I'd ask you to take some time out every 
week:  Pray for our church; for Pastor Tom; for our nation (may 
God heal us from our divisions and from the scourge of COVID-
19) and for all those who mourn the loss of a friend, family mem-
ber or spouse. Be sure to say an extra prayer of Thanksgiving for 
all your blessing as well. 
 Peace. —Steve Maziarz, Acting Council President 

 
SINGING WITH THE LUTHERANS  

 

Garrison Keillor once wrote:   
I have made fun of Lutherans for years - who wouldn't, 

if you lived in Minnesota? But I have also sung with Lutherans 
and that is one of the main joys of life, along with hot baths and 
fresh sweet corn. 

We make fun of Lutherans for their blandness, their 
excessive calm, their fear of giving offense, their lack of speed 
and also for their secret fondness for macaroni and cheese. But 
nobody sings like them. 

If you ask an audience in New York City, a relatively 
Lutheran-less place, to sing along on the chorus of Michael Row 

the Boat Ashore, they will look daggers at you as if you had 
asked them to strip to their underwear. But if you do this among 
Lutherans they'll smile and row that boat ashore and up onto the 
beach! And down the road!  Lutherans are bred from childhood 
to sing in four-part harmony. 

It's a talent that comes from sitting on the lap of some-
one singing alto or tenor or bass and hearing the harmonic inter-
vals by putting your little head against that person's rib cage. It's 
natural for Lutherans to sing in harmony. We're too modest to be 
soloists, too worldly to sing in unison. When you're singing in the 
key of C and you slide into the A7th and D7th chords, all two 
hundred of you, it's an emotionally fulfilling moment. 
 I once sang the bass line of Children of the Heavenly 
Father in a room with about three thousand Lutherans in it; and 
when we finished, we all had tears in our eyes, partly from the 
promise that God will not forsake us, partly from the proximity 
of all those lovely voices. By our joining in harmony, we some-
how promise that we will not forsake each other. 

I do believe this: These Lutherans are the sort of people 
you could call up when you're in deep distress. If you're dying, 
they'll comfort you. If you're lonely, they'll talk to you. And if 
you're hungry, they'll give you tuna salad! 
-- Garrison Keillor 

  
 
 
 
 

 
GRACE IN, GRACE OUT 

 

The computer acronym GIGO — “garbage in, garbage 
out” — describes how putting wrong code into a machine will 
lead to faulty output. Jesus offers a similar lesson in Matthew 15: 
“What comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this 
defiles a person” (v. 18, ESV). 
GIGO works the other way, too. If we put good things (including 
the good news of salvation) “in” our hearts, Jesus’ goodness will 
shine “out” through our lives. And when God’s grace enters and 
changes us, we’ll also reach out and share that good news with 

others. —The Newsletter Newsletter 

 

SAVE THE DATE: FAITH IN DEMOCRACY 
 

You are invited to “Faith in Democracy: Lifting Dallas 
Voices for Justice” Sunday, August 23 at 2:00pm for a faith and 
community leader panel, insider insights into the 2021 Texas 
Legislature, and panels with nuts and bolts strategies to promote 
safe, fair elections in 2020. Registration is free but necessary to 
receive the links. See the flyer for Texas Impact later in the news-
letter. 

AUGUST BIBLE READINGS 

Au-
gust 

First Lesson Psalm Second Lesson Gospel 

2 Isaiah 55:1-5 145:8-9, 14-21 Romans 9:1-5 Matthew 14:13-21 

9 1 Kings 19:9-18 85:8-13 Romans 10:5-15 Matthew 14:22-33 

16 Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 67 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-2 

23 Isaiah 51:1-6 138 Romans 12:1-8 Matthew 16:13-20 

30 Jeremiah 15:15-21 26:1-8 Romans 12:9-21 Matthew 16:21-28 
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DOG DAYS OF SUMMER 
 

 We often hear about the “dog days” of summer but 
few know what the expression means. Some say that it signi-
fies hot sultry days “not fit for a dog,” others suggest it’s the 
weather in which dogs go mad. The Dog Days of Summer 
describes the most oppressive period of summer, between July 
3rd and August 11th each year. But where did the term come 
from? And what does it have to do with dogs? 

The phrase is actually a reference to the fact that, dur-
ing this time, the Sun occupies the same region of the sky as 
Sirius, the brightest star visible from any part of Earth and part 
of the constellation Canis Major, the Greater Dog. This is why 
Sirius is sometimes called the Dog Star. 

In the summer, Sirius rises and sets with the Sun. On 
July 23rd, specifically, it is in conjunction with the Sun, and 
because the star is so bright, the ancient Romans believed it 
actually gave off heat and added to the Sun’s warmth, account-
ing for the long stretch of sultry weather. They referred to this 
time as diēs caniculārēs, or “dog days.” 

Thus, the term Dog Days of Summer came to mean 
the 20 days before and 20 days after this alignment of Sirius 
with the Sun—July 3 to Aug. 11. —www.farmersalmanac.com 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

Zophie enjoying the Dog Days of Summer. 

[photo by Anne Visser] 
 
 Come splash in the love of God with us, like children 
(and dogs) playing in lakes and pools. Be refreshed by the 

Spirit today and always!  —The Newsletter Newsletter 

 

 
 

LIVING CONNECTED 
 

 The Living Connected workshops being sponsored by 
the NT-NL Synod Public Witness Team has changed format 
and dates from the flyer in July’s newsletter. Please see the 
new flyer in this newsletter and join the workshop on Crea-
tion’s Gift of Water later this month. 

AUGUST FINANCIAL FOCUS* 

Month Income (June)   $10,049.21   

Month Expenditures (June)  $12,413.15  

Monthly Net  ($2363.94) 

Year-to-date Income through June 2020  $47,562.34  

Year-to-date Expenditures through June 2020  $53,400.00  

Net Year-to-date Income (Loss)  ($5,837.66) 

Mortgage Balance as of  6/7/2020  $118,585.50 

*Presented at the June Council meeting  

WOMEN MAY DINE AT  
SPRING CREEK BBQ 

 

If the church has resumed in-person services 
by August 23, the Women of Gloria Dei will 
meet for dinner Thursday August 27 at 6:30 
pm at Spring Creek BBQ on the southbound 
feeder to the Bush Tpk from SH78.  

FIRST MONDAY BREAKFAST 
CANCELLED IN AUGUST 

 
 

The Men of Gloria Dei WILL NOT MEET 
for breakfast the first Monday of August. If in
-person services have resumed, the men will 
meet on September 14 (due to Labor Day 
being the first Monday) at 7:30 a.m. at Judy’s 
Café in Garland, located at 3443 W. Camp-
bell Road in the strip mall on the northeast 
corner of the intersection of Jupiter and 
Campbell roads, next to Depserado’s Mexi-
can Restaurant. 

August Anniversary Celebrations 
 

              Joe and Carren Hastings  8/16 
 Tom and Melanie Schwolert 8/19 
 Dave and Mary Massey  8/22 
     

Please let Karen Johnson know if your anniversary is 
missing from the list so that the church records can be 
updated. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 Pastor Tom has initiated a new weekly ritual called 

Wednesday Prayer Day. Send your public prayer requests in 
by Tuesday night and on Wednesday, an email will go out 
with a list of all we need to be praying for. As simple as that! 

Use this link to send your prayer: https://gdlc.churchtrac.com/
card/4  

 
SEVENFOLD FLAME 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 Tongues of fire are a common symbol of the Holy 
Spirit, based on the Pentecost events of Acts 2. However, 
when seven flames are depicted together, they also represent 
the seven gifts of the Spirit as named in Isaiah 11:2-3: wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, might, knowledge, fear of the Lord 
and delight in the fear of the Lord (sometimes paraphrased 

"joy in the Lord's presence"). —The Newsletter Newsletter 
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
1333 Beltline Road 
Garland, Texas  75040-3267 

Return Service Requested 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME AT GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

 

As Lutherans, we believe that God's grace is given to all, regardless of color, age, marital status, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, economic status, mental or physical health status, culture, or faith tradition. We strive to live up to the example 
of unconditional love and acceptance that Jesus has taught, and welcome all to join us. 
 
We are a congregation that is active in care of God's creation, taking part in various ministries, including serving the differ-
ently abled, pet therapy providers, animal rescue, social justice, and music. 

 

In the Book of Romans, Paul writes that we "are one body," and that "we all have gifts that dif-
fer, according to the grace given to us." We invite ALL to share with us the gifts and grace that 

we are given, as we are:  

“Called and sent to share Christ 's love.” 

WORDS TO PONDER 
 

“Pray, and let God worry.” 
—Martin Luther 
 
* * * 
“If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we belong to each other.” 
—Mother Teresa 
 
* * *  
“I always wondered why somebody doesn’t do something. Then I realized I am somebody.” 
—Lily Tomlin 
 
* * * 
“Like a welcome summer rain, humor may suddenly cleanse and cool the earth, the air and you.” 
—Langston Hughes  
 
* * * 

 
—The Newsletter Newsletter 



Faith in Democracy: Lifting Dallas Faith Voices for Justice 

 

You are invited to “Faith in Democracy: Lifting Dallas Voices for Justice” Sunday, August 23 at 

2:00pm for a faith and community leader panel, insider insights into the 2021 Texas Legislature, 

and panels with nuts and bolts strategies to promote safe, fair elections in 2020. 

Registration is free but necessary to receive the links. https://texasimpact.org/dallas-faith-in-

democracy-registration/ 

Speakers include: 

2:00pm Faith Leader Panel 

• Rev. Sheron Patterson, Hamilton Park United Methodist Church 

• Dr. Omar Suleiman, Yaqeen Institute for Islamic Research 

• Bishop Gronberg, Northern-Texas Northern Louisiana Synod, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America 

• Rabbi Nancy Kasten, Faith Commons 

Moderated by Scott Atnip, Texas Impact Outreach Director 

3:15pm Recruiting Election Workers Panel 

4:15pm Mail in Voting Strategies Panel 

5:15pm Insider Insights:Texas Impact’s 2021 Legislative Preview 

 

 



 
 

 
 

The Gift of Water 
 
In August 2020, NT-NL Public Witness is sponsoring a Living Connected 
workshop on creation’s gift of water.  The Living Connected project 
helps people reflect on the gifts of creation and equips them to make 
choices that bring healing and wholeness to creation.   
 
In the Living Connected – Water workshop, you will discover ways your 
daily use of water connects you to God, your neighbor, and all life on 
this planet.  The workshop offers ideas and resources for bringing 
spiritual practices into your water use. Over time, the practices build 
upon each other and become the spiritual discipline of creation care.    
 
Living Connected - Water is offered online twice in August: 
 

Saturday, August 22, 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM CDT 
Tuesday, August 25, 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM CDT 

 
Register at www.katrinamartich.com to receive the pre-workshop 
information and Zoom link.  
 
The workshops are offered at a reduced cost thanks to a grant from 
the NT-NL Synod Mission Endowment Fund.  For any questions about 
the workshops, or to host a Living Connected workshop for your 
congregation, send an email to Deaconess Katrina Martich at 
contact@katrinamartich.com   
 


